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ODNR Appoints Northeastern Administrator
Chief of Oil and Gas Operatns

ODNR NEWS RELEASE, COLUMBUSQBI8 Department of Natural

3 Resources (ODNR) Director James Zehringer announced today the

5 appointment of Richard Simmers to Chief of the Division of Oil and

5 Gas Resources Management. ORickds

; enforcement issues and previous management roles are going to be

invaluable to him as chief of the new created Division of Oil and Gas

Resources Management, 6 said Zehringer. o0l
for his staff and provide oversight of Ohi

12

Si mmers wil |l be responsible for enforcing

SAFETY CORNER: ELECTRICITY 15 duction, plugging, orphan wells, solution mining, ethanol recovery, gas storage and un-

AND CONDUCTIVITY

REVIEW OF U.S. EPA WOMING
STUDY: BY TOM TOMASTXK

FOX ENGINEERING WINS
DESIGN AWARD

derground injection control operations. The division employs about 70 employees, nearly
18 half are field inspectors. oOLeading the Di
an honor, 6 said Simmers. O0As chief, my go:
20 industry and, above all else, ensure that public safety and protection of the environment
are foremost. (Continued on Page 5)
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West Virginia Has New Marcellus Drilling Law
Just Beneath the SurfacBDecember Update @ www.justbeneathesurfacewv.com

On Wednesday, December 14, Governor Earl Ray Tomblin, Senate President Jeff Kessler and
House Speaker Rick Thompson announced the passage of the Horizontal Well Act, relating to Mar-
cellus Shale.

OWhile we are excited about the passage of th
i mparts tremendous obligations on the oil and
pendent Oil and Gas Association of West Virginia board member.

0The Horizontal Well Act is a compromise, but
are headed in the right direction, 6 continued

our state. Reasonable regulation of this industry ensures further economic development and op-
portunities for West Virginia,é said Malcol m.
rules that will enable our state to continue to develop job opportunities, as well as invest in West
Virginia. The Horizontal Well Act also provides the Department of Environmental Protection
(Continued on Page 20)

**Check the SOOGA website for more information on SOOGA events.**
WWW.sooga.org
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The Utica play in Ohio, similar to the Marcellus in Pennsylvania, has certainly caught national attention, and the métowadl a
press is reporting on its development on a daily basis. It is being given good press as well as bad press, fromhepot900 plus jobs
it and the economic gains it will create, to the heavily debated issues of ground water contamination from fracing,pmssibte EPA
regulations, well construction standards, and road repair regulations. As always, the SOOGA board will be monitopresamihge
producer interests in this developing regulatory climate.

As we look at the declining price of gas on the NYMEX, the one bright spot is the price of oil, which has hovered akilL0dd the
bbl mark for awhile now. With storage at record levels, production levels being 4 BCF+/day higher than last year punmarthedMar-
cellus, and winter weather being below normal compared to last year, the price of natural gas has suffered. Somevafalgststed a
return to better pricing in 2013, perhaps to the $&%6M0 level. Time and circumstances will tell.

SOOGA put together a Tax Seminar for its producers on NovemBer2vi t h Robert fAButchod Roger :
viewed current Hot Issues and Developments, as well as 2012 and 2013 possible tax changes for the 25 attendeesretewasl aetl
most timely for the producers and tax professionals who attended. A potential follow up presentation is in the waslgriogthi

As we start the New Year, SOOGA is planning its 2012 schedule of events from the Spring Membership meeting to the Fall Tra
Show. As the dates of each become available, watch for them in the Bulletin and in emails and registration forme asntheytar
SOOGA ended another successful year with 368 members, and our membership base continues to grow. Thanks to all vddtheve join
association, and we look forward to your involvement and participation as we monitor and watch out for your interestangthisregu-
latory and political climate.

On behalf of the Southeastern Ohio Oil and Gas Association, | wish each one of you a Happy Holiday Season and a Prosigessus Ne

Please operate safely, be good stewards of the environment, and stay the course. Our country needs our energy products.
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TENATIVE

Wednesday, April 25, 2012
SOOGA Spring Membership Meeting
Comfort Inn, 700 Pike St.

Marietta, OH 45750.

Thursday, April 26, 2012
SOOGA Spring Golf
Marietta County Club, 705 Pike St.
Marietta, OH 45750

Friday, June 22, 2012
SOOGA Spring Clay Shoot
Hilltop Sports, 1530 Offenberger Rd.
Whipple, OH 45788

Friday, August 17, 2012
SOOGA Fall Golf
Lakeside Golf Course, 18218 State Route 60
Beverly, OH 45715

Wednesday, September™& Thursday, September 13
SOOGA 2012 Annual Fall Trade Show
Washington County Fairgrounds, 922 Front Street
Marietta, OH 45750

Friday, October 19, 2012
SOOGA Fall Clay Shoot
Hilltop Sports 1530 Offenberger Rd.
Whipple, OH 45788

November 1st November 30th, 2012
SOOGA Annual Gun Giveaway

Brine Water Disposal in Ohio
Well being drilled in Guernsey County
AVC News12/8/2011

New monitoring equipment will help determine wheth
earthquakes in northeast Ohio are resulting from the
posal of brine used in natural gas drilling. An ODNH
spokesman said that four new seismographs have be|
up in the Youngstown area, which has seen eight mi
earthquakes near new wells this year.

Seven of the eight earthquakes this year in Mahoni
County had epicenters near the well owned by D&L |
ergy Inc. D&L has said that the brine is injected at pr

sures that are regulated by the state and are safe. H

pumped underground by the well is a byproduct of a ¢
ing process called hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, wh
uses water laced with chemicals to free up gas locke

underground shale.

A brine disposal well is being drilled in Cambridge To

ship, just off Southgate Parkway neani@rt. The well is

being drilled by Whipstock Natural Gas Services for

unknown customer. Whipstock Natural Gas Serviceg

Canton is a private company established in 2007 and

porated in Ohio. Current estimates show the compan
an annual revenue of $150,000.
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