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SAVE THE DATE— TRADE SHOW
September 27, 2023

SOOGA Annual Boat Ride

SOOGA’s Annual Trade show
is scheduled for Wednesday,
September 27th, 2023 at
the Elisabeth Sugden
Broughton’s Community
Building. (see page 22 for
more information)

SOOGA held their 3rd Annual Industry Appreciation Dinner
and Boat ride on July 28th and was well attended. The
weather was beautiful and music and laughter filled the boat.
We  would like to thank everyone for coming and enjoying the
evening with us. We couldn't have these events without the
sponsorships. (See page 21 for more details)
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It is with incredible sadness that I write this while reflecting on the loss
of Bill Mitton. He was one of the true great oil field men that bridged
the knowledge of the past to overcome the challenges of the present. He was tough
and expected a lot, but he was also always quick with a smile and always ready to
help in any way he could. A lot of us recently visited with Bill on the SOOGA boat ride
which is a great final memory. He loved his country and his industry; although he was
very concerned with the direction that both were heading. I will always cherish how Bill
ended texts between us, usually with the “fist bump” emoji and the American flag
emoji. Although I never asked him, to me, this meant “I have your back” and we live in
a great country. The last texts we exchanged ended with me sending the American
Flag emoji and he immediately replied with two American flag emoji’s. He was a
friend, good guy, and a great hand. His passing is a tremendous loss to the industry.

In reflection of the past, I’m reminded SOOGA is celebrating its 45th anniversary this
year. While we have chosen to save a big celebration for the 50th anniversary, I recall
the 40th anniversary celebration (a touching tribute video can still be found on the
SOOGA website, sooga.org) and the SOOGA President at that time was my wife, Christy
Chavez. To draw the line even further back, her father, Carl Heinrich was a founding
member of SOOGA, and was the first inductee into the SOOGA Hall of Fame. We
should always embrace the past, remember where the industry came from, and those
who led the way. These changing and trying times are difficult on us, but we need to
remember those who came before us persevered through their own trying times. We
greatly miss those we have lost, but we will remember what they taught us. We will
keep this industry, and this nation, strong and moving in the right direction. That’s
what this industry does.

-Brian Chavez
SOOGA President

T H E  C R O W ’ S  N E S T
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Southeastern Ohio Oil & Gas Association
Board of Trustees - 2023

OFFICERS

Kathy Hill
Ergon Oil Purchasing, Inc.
740-350-2804

Steve Sigler
Buckeye Oil Producing Co.
330-264-8847

Bob Matthey
Lippizan Petroleum, Inc.
304-869-3418

Ethan Bonnette
Artex Oil Company
740-373-3313

Christy Chavez
Reno Oil & Gas LLC.
740-373-5302

Casey Fritz
Artex Oil Company
740-373-3313

Jim Javins
Originator-App. Gas Supply
614-561-3118

Barry Bowers
Huffman-Bowers Inc.
740-342-5205

Kevin Rothenbuhler
Utica Resource Operating
740-336-7831

Linda O’Brien
O’Brien’s Safety Services
740-350-4228

Robert Gerst, Sr.
740-516-6623

Don Huck
Artex Oil Company
740-373-3313

Maureen Kertes
Utica Resource Operating
740-336-7831

Pat Altier
J.T. Well Services
740-347-0070

TRUSTEES

2023 SOOGA
Tentative Calendar of Events

Spring Membership Meeting
April 20th, 2023

Elisabeth Sugden Broughton
Community Building
Marietta, OH 45750

Spring Golf Outing
May 12th, 2023

Lakeside Golf Course
18850 State Route 60

Beverly, OH 45715

Spring Clay Shoot
June 22, 2023

Briar Rabbit
2949 Granger Hill Rd.
Zanesville, OH. 43701

Annual Industry Boat Ride
July 28th, 2023

Valley Gem
601 Front Street

Marietta, OH

Fall Golf Outing
August 25th, 2023
Oxbow Golf Course

500 St. Andrews Blvd
Belpre, OH 45714

Annual Trade Show
September 27th, 2023

Elisabeth Sugden Broughton
Community Building

639 OH-821
Marietta, OH 45750

Fall Clay Shoot
October 20th, 2023
Marietta Gun Club
1385 Gunclub Rd,

Whipple, Oh 45788

November 2023
Gun Giveaway

Did you know that you could save paper and receive your Insider via email?

Contact us at mail@sooga.org to sign up.

President
Brian Chavez
DeepRock Disposal Solut.
740-371-5078

Vice President
Henry (Winnie) Sinnett
Buckeye Oil Producing  Co.
304-354-7962

Past President
Jared Stevens
Stevens Oil & Gas
740-374-4542

Secretary
Dan Corcoran
Theisen Brock, LPA
740-373-5455

Treasurer
Abby Eichmiller
Artex Oil Company
740-372-3313

Executive Secretary
Kendra Landaker
SOOGA
740-374-3203
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(continued to page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

(continued to page 6)
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(continued from page 5)
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P.O. Box 1685
119 Third Street

Parkersburg, WV 26101
1-304-485-5446 or 1-304-428-8015

www.oilandgasmuseum.com
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Oil and gas boom has not fizzled; new industries will continue to be at-
tracted to Shale Crescent region:

I am responding to the Marietta Times “Our Opinion” column published on Monday, Aug. 28
regarding the Ohio River Valley Institute’s (ORVI) totally inaccurate conclusion that the oil
and gas boom has fizzled. The readers’ first tip that the report by ORVI may be biased against
the oil and gas industry lies in their reference to the Shale Crescent region of Ohio, West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania as “Frackalachia.” ORVI failed to use the most accurate data on oil
and gas production that can be readily obtained from the Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources website (https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/oil-gas/resources/2021-O%26G-
Annual.pdf). Similar websites are available in West Virginia and Pennsylvania where the oil
and gas boom has not fizzled out.

If the Times editorial staff had done a little homework and checked with local experts or the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, which collects quarterly data on oil and gas produc-
tion and publishes quarterly and annual summaries of this data, they would have observed
that oil production increased from 4,974,000 barrels in 2012, to 18,999,000 barrels in 2021.
Similarly, gas production increased from 86,700,000 Mcf in 2012 to 2,259,425,000 Mcf in
2021.

These numbers are down slightly from 2018, the peak year for oil and gas production, but
one can hardly say the industry has fizzled out. With oil selling at $60 to $80 a barrel and gas
selling for $1.60 to $3.40 per Mcf during this same period of time, it is easy to see how cash
flow from production increased from under $1 billion in 2012 to almost $9 billion in 2021.
With the landowners’ royalty share of these numbers averaging around 18%, it is pretty clear
that they, along with the companies and the State of Ohio, have benefitted significantly from
the oil and gas boom in Ohio. Note that this information was obtained from the 2021 Annual
Report. The 2022 Annual Report has not yet been loaded on the ODNR website.

The Capital Journal reported (based on the ORVI report) that gas production deteriorated
since 2008 and growth has gone from meager gains in 2008 to an absolute decline. Nothing
could be further from the truth. The fact that the Shale Crescent region is so richly blessed
with an abundant supply of natural gas, new industries will continue to be attracted to the
region where cheap energy abounds.

ROBERT W. CHASE, PH.D., P.E.

Marietta Times: Letter to the Editor
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GAS PRICING 2023
JULY 2023

NYMEX Settlement: $2.603

Inside FERC/EG SP/DTI: $1.25 (Basis: -$1.353)

Inside FERC/TCO:$1,59 (Basis: -$1.013)
AUGUST 2023

NYMEX Settlement: $2.492

Inside FERC/EG SP/DTI: $1.080 (Basis: -$1.412)

Inside FERC/TCO:$1.35 (Basis: -$1.142)

OIL PRICING  2023
ERGON  OIL

PURCHASING WEST VIRGINIA
MONTHLY AVERAGE FOR OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA

JUNE Ohio/WV Tier 1: $69.4413

JUNE Ohio/WV Tier 2: $66.4413

JUNE Ohio/WV Tier 3: $64.4413

JUNE Marcellus/Utica Condensate: $53.4413

JUNE Marcellus/Utica Medium: $69.4413

JUNE Marcellus/Utica Light: $60.4413

JULY Ohio/WV Tier 1: $74.6652

JULY Ohio/WV Tier 2: $71.6652

JULY Ohio/WV Tier 3: $69.6652

JULY Marcellus/Utica Condensate: $58.6652

JULY Marcellus/Utica Medium: $74.6652

JULY Marcellus/Utica Light: $65.6652
Tier 1 - 150 + net barrels of crude oil.
No more than 2.5% BS&W (if the BS&W is over 2.5% it will then qualify
for Tier 2 pricing) If trucking is able to load 160 net barrels of oil and
other Tier 1 criteria are met, Ergon Oil Purchasing will waive the BS&W
limit)
Tier 2 - 60-149.99 net barrels of crude oil

Two Stops within 10 miles
Tier 3 - 30-59.99 net barrels of crude oil
Please contact Ergon at 1-800-278-3364 for clarification on split load
pricing.
The Marcellus/Utica Shale produced crude oil will be purchased based
on the monthly average for the following postings:
38.0-49.9 API Gravity—Marcellus/Utica Medium crude oil
50.0-59.9 API Gravity—Marcellus/Utica Light crude oil
60.0+ API Gravity—Marcellus/Utica Condensate
Other parameters will be evaluated on a farm by farm basis.
You can now find EOP WVA Crude Oil Price Bulletin on the internet at:

www.ergon.com

OIL PRICING 2023
AMERICAN REFINING GROUP

AVERAGE

ARG GROUP PRICING CATEGORIES AND
DEFINITIONS FOR PENNSYLVANIA GRADE CRUDE OIL (LEGACY)

Group 1 (OH/PA/NY) – 150.0 net barrels of crude from 3 stops
within 10 mile, with a BS&W of 2.5% or less ( If able to load 160 net
barrels the BS&W will be waived)

Group 2 (OH/PA/NY) – 60.0-149.99 net barrels from 2 stops

Group 3 (OH/PA/NY) – 30-59.9 net barrels from single location

For questions relating to ARG Group Pricing or Utica / Marcellus
Shale pricing, please contact: Bill Murray, VP-Crude Supply & Logis-
tics- 330-649-2832; bmurray@amref.com

www.amref.com

6/21 to 6/30   Group 1 OH: $68.67

Group 2 OH: $65.87

Group 3 OH: $63.87

7/01 to 7/10    Group 1 OH: $70.90

Group 2 OH: $67.90

Group 3 OH: $65.90

7/11 to 7/20   Group 1 OH:$74.46

Group 2 OH: $71.46

Group 3 OH: $69.46

7/21 to 7/31    Group 1 OH:$78.27

Group 2 OH: $75.27

Group 3 OH: $73.27

8/01 to 8/10    Group 1 OH: $81.30

Group 2 OH: $78.30

Group 3 OH: $76.80

8/11 to 8/20    Group 1 OH: $80.66

Group 2 OH: $77.66

Group 3 OH: $75.66
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S A F E T Y  C O R N E R

Page 11

Safety Resources Company of Ohio
4650 Southway Street S.W.
Canton, OH 44706
Phone: 330-477-1100 Fax:330-477-1200

P.O. Box 555
Rosedale, VA 24280

276-880-2323

GES (Groundwater Environmental Services)
Brian Klink

508 Thomson Park Dr.
Cranberry Township, PA 16066

330-417-0663

TJD Energy Services, LLC
Todd Riordan

325 Meadowlands Boulevard, Suite 3
Washington, PA  15301

724-916-4535

Mark Crawford– Geologist
5420 E. 108 St.

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-671-7035

NEW 2023 SOOGA MEMBERS

Please make them welcome and invite
others in our industry to join. The Stronger we are in numbers,

the more we can accomplish.

Hydrogen Sulfide gas can be one of the most deadly hazards in the oil and gas industry. It is important that workers in the oil and
gas industry are very aware of its lethal properties. Hydrogen sulfide is a highly toxic, colorless, combustible gas. It is heavier than
air and has the unmistakable odor of rotten eggs. Loss of consciousness can occur within seconds when exposed to a high con-
centration of H2S gas. The correct way of determining the amount of H2S present is by testing for the gas. If H2S is suspected,
the concentration must be determined before any persons are allowed in the area. If H2S gas is detected, the following proce-
dures should be followed:  The drilling rig must be equipped with H2S monitors, along with audible and visual alarms. A calibration
must be performed daily or as instructed by the manufacturer. Wind direction indicators should be installed in locations that are
visible from the rig floor, shale shakers, and mud tanks. At least one blower must be located on the rig floor; but blowers are also
highly recommended at the shale shaker, mud tank and cellar floor.  H2S warning signs must be located no more than ¼ mile
from the well.  At least two designated safe briefing areas with at least two sets of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA's)
must be located in each area.  Emergency escape breathing units must be kept on the rig floor, monkey board, shale shaker and
mud tank.  All employees must have completed an H2S training program.  Extra caution must be used around low lying areas such
as cellars, ditches, etc. H2S is heavier than air and will collect in these areas.  All personnel must avoid entering any confined
space including: tanks, vessels, or other enclosed area unless they have received confined space entry training, they have a per-
mit for entry when required, and the space has been tested and found safe for entry. Safety Resources Company of Ohio, Inc.

H2S - TOXIC GAS IN OIL & GAS DRILLING
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This program on the radio is brought to you by the Southeastern Ohio Oil and Gas Association and can
be heard every Saturday at 9 A.M. Listen to the program on any of these five stations:

Previous episodes can be found on SOOGA.org or by searching for Energy Insights WMOA on YouTube.
SOOGA’s Energy Insights recently traveled to Washington DC to get a perspective of the industry on a
federal level. Please listen to episodes from members of the Energy and Commerce Committee as well
as the person in charge of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Andrew Wheeler.

The Capitol Hill playlist:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUcBXfTWJF4N6dqRCL4byVHhnnlpmA-by

All episodes:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUcBXfTWJF4MK5_1jUyxiQnMFRD_eCdne

The most recent 10 episode titles are listed here.
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William J. Mitton, 63, of Thornville, died suddenly Monday August 28,
2023 at Grant Medical Center. He was born on June 11, 1960 in
Newark, Ohio. He dedicated his whole life to the oil and gas industry.
He was a part owner of Cemenco Triple B Services, was Vice Presi-
dent of Operations at Knox Energy. He was inducted into the Ohio
Oil & Gas Association Hall of Fame in 2022.

He is survived by his father Joseph William Mitton. Four children Joe
(Audra) Mitton, Tiffany (David) Ryan, Latasha Mitton, and Justin
(Cierra) Mitton. Grandchildren Tristan (Wyatt) Factor, Ryan Snack,
Ethan Mitton, Tyler Guerin, Ayanna King, Liyah King, Eli Mitton, Gun-
ner Ryan, Jaxon Mitton, Carter Mitton. Great-grandchildren Elijah
Taylor, Elizabeth Johnston, and Silas Factor. Two brothers Steve
(Michelle) Mitton and Tim (Jackie) Mitton. One sister Lori (Greg) Mis-
ner. Several cousins, nieces, and nephews, great-nieces and great-

nephews.

He was preceded in death by his wife Brenda Mitton. His mother Donna Mitton.

Private graveside services will be held at Rose Hill Cemetery. A celebration of life will be held on
Wednesday September 6, 2023 beginning at 2:00 p.m. at the Muskingum County Fairgrounds.

Bill was an organ and tissue donor. Memorial contributions may be made to the Wounded Warrior Pro-
ject.

OBITUARIES
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3RD ANNUAL SOOGA INDUSTRY APPRECIATION
DINNER AND BOAT RIDE

(continued to page (22)
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(continued to page (23)

(continued from page (21)
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(continued from page (20)
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SOOGA FALL GOLF OUTING

(continued to page (28)
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(continued from page (25)

(continued to page (29)
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(continued from page (26)

(continued to page (30)
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Flight A

1st Place– Nine Energy Services

2nd Place– Artex Oil Co.

3rd Place– Pawnee Maintenance

Flight B

1st Place- Triple B Oil

2nd Place– EMF GeoScience

3rd Place– Ohio 811

Skill Prizes Men's:

#5 Long Drive in the Fairway– Derek Ginther

#18 Longest Putt– Steve Farley

#4 Closest to the Pin– Matt Boothe

Skill Prizes Women's:

#14 Long Drive in the Fairway– Billie Leister

#5 Longest Putt– Billie Leister

#7 Closest to the Pin– LeeAnn Johnson

Skins Game

Pawnee Maintenance and Innovex Downhole Solu-

SOOGA FALL GOLF WINNERS

As Always thanks to our
Supporters and Sponsors
for making this event such a
success.

(continued from page (27)

(continued to page (29)
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(continued from page (228)
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Southeastern Ohio Oil & Gas Association
2167 State Route 821 Ste A
Marietta, OH 45750-1196
740-374-3203, 740-374-2840 Fax
Email: mail@sooga.org

The information presented herein is for informational purposes only and should not be considered as legal or other professional advice.
To determine how various topics may affect you individually, consult your attorney and/or other professional advisors. Southeastern
Ohio Oil & Gas Association, its Board of Trustees, Officers, Members and/or Staff are not liable or responsible for any damage or loss
resulting from the use of information in this publication or from inaccuracies contained herein.

Southeastern Ohio Oil and Gas Association
2023 Membership & Advertising Form

Name Company Title
Address City State Zip

Phone Fax Email

MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION (Please Check One)

Date:_____/______/_____

$200 Annually Producer Contractor Allied Industry Professional

$125 Annually Associate (Additional employees of Company)

$100 Annually                Royalty Owner /Non-Operating Investor

$50.00 Annually Student

Independent Package $600.00

- Special  Acknowledgement—Logo/ad at all association events & functions

- One free ticket to Association Golf or Clay Shoot outing (OF YOUR CHOICE)

Producer Package $250.00

- Special  Acknowledgement—Logo/ad at all association events & functions

Welltender Package $150.00

- Special  Acknowledgement—Logo/ad at all association events & functions

For additional advertising options visit: www.sooga.org

Serving the industry for more than 45 years.


